









Yankee ingenuity and creativity personify Gladys E. Newhall.
A native of Bennington, she has devoted her life to family,
community, country, and especially children.
A graduate of local schools, Gladys continued her chosen field of
nursing, serving as an Army nurse and retiring after many years
service.
Public service as a school nurse, a Town Selectman, and ConVal
School Board member are a few of her community contributions.
We especially gratefully acknowledge her gift of land for our new
ballfield. Children for many years will benefit from her generosity.
Her charity truly began at home.
Thanks, Glady ! !
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TOWN OFFICE HOURS - AS FOLLOWS:
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9:00 a.m. to noon Friday
Available during Town Hall officer hours.
Monday:
Noon to 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday
:
Noon to 3:00 p.m.
Monday - 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Thursday - Noon to 8:00 p.m.
Friday - Noon to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 4:00 to 6:00 (staffed by volunteers)
Selectmen meet each Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.
Planning Board meets the second and fourth Monday each month at 7:30
p .m.
Library Trustees meet the third Thursday of each month at noon at the
Library
.
Recreation Committee meets the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00
p.m.
Water/Sewer Commissioners meet -the last Tuesday of each month at 7:00
p.m.
Conservation Commission meets second Wednesday of each month at 7:30























Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1991
Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1993
Term Expires March 1991












Lawrence Seneschal , 1st Deputy

































Joint with Antrim and Francestown
Vicki Turner
SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST
Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1994







TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
Term Expires March 1991
Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1993















Term Expires March 1991
Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1993







ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Appointed by Selectmen
Term Expires March 1991
Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1993
Term Expires March 1993
Term Expires March 1991













TOWN HALL BY-LAWS COMMITTEE
Appointed by Moderator
Term Expires March 1991
Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1993
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Appointed by Selectmen
Term Expires March 1991
Term Expires March 1991
Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1993
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Elaine Barrett Dale Quinn
Donald Taylor Lorraine Mazur
Roy Johnson Board of Selectmen
David Mancini
TOWN WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the inhabitants of the Town of Bennington in the County of
Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote: You are hereby
notified to meet at the Fire Station on Tuesday, the 12th day of March
next, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following
subjects :
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
2. Do you approve of having 2 sessions for the annual town meeting
in this town, the first session for choice of town officers
elected by an official ballot and other action required to be
inserted on said official ballot, and the second session on a
date set by the selectmen for transaction of other business.
(Ballot question)
3. Are you in favor of the adoption of amendments to the existing
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board relative to
the definitions of frontage and setback? (Ballot questions). (The
proposed amendments are printed in their entirety in the Town
Report . )
You are hereby notified to meet at the Antrim Gym in said Town of
Antrim on Saturday, the 16th day of March, 1991 at ten o'clock in the
forenoon to act upon the following subjects:
4. Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 72:43-f for the adjusted
elderly exemptions from property tax? These statutes provide for
the following exemptions, based on assessed value, for qualified
taxpayers: for a person 65 years of age up to 75 years, $10,000;
for a person 75 years of age up to 80 years, $15,000; for a person
80 years of age or older, $20,000. To qualify, the person must
have been a New Hampshire resident for at least 5 years; own
the real estate individually or jointly, or if the real estate is
owned by spouse, they must have been married for at least
5 years. In addition, the taxpayer must have a net income of
less than $10,000 or if married, a combined net income of less
than $12,000, and own net assets of $30,000 or less, excluding
the value of the person's residence. (Ballot question) (Sel ectmen)
5. To see if the Town will vote to have all town warrant articles
voted on by secret ballot? (By petition-Bennington Voice
Association)
6. Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 31:95-c to restrict revenues
from contributions (voluntary or involuntary) for the reclamation
of the Bennington Tri-Town Landfill facility to expenditures for
the purpose of reclamation of the Landfill facility? Such
revenues and expenditures shall be accounted for in a special
revenue fund to be known as the Bennington Tri-Town Landfill
facility reclamation fund, separate from the general fund. Any
surplus in said fund shall not be deemed part of the general fund
accumulated surplus and shall be expended only after a vote by
the legislative body to appropriate a specific amount from said
fund for a specific purpose related to the purpose of the fund
or source of the revenue. (Selectmen;
7. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to borrow
such sums of money as may be necessary in anticipation of taxes.
( Sel ectmen)
8. To see if the Town will vote to accept legacies and gifts to the
Town in trust or otherwise by an individual or individuals, or
take any action relating thereto. (Selectmen)
9. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
transfer tax liens and convey property acquired by the Town by
tax collector's deed by public auction (or advertised sealed bid)
or in such other manners as determined by the Selectmen as justice
may require. (Selectmen)
10. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to apply
for, negotiate for, contract for, accept and expend and to do all
other things necessary to obtain such Federal, State, or other
assistance (financial or otherwise) or take any other action
relating thereto. (Selectmen)
11. To see if the Town will vote to adopt amendments to the By-Laws of
the Bennington Fire Department as recommended by the Fire
Department. (The proposed amendments are printed in their entirety
in the Town Report.)
12. To see if the Town will vote (1) to raise and appropriate the sum
of forty thousand dollars ($40,000.00) to be placed in the
Landfill Capital Reserve F,und; and (2) to authorize the withdrawal
therefrom of funds as necessary not to exceed fifty thousand
dollars ($50,000.00). (Selectmen)
13. To see if the Town will vote (1) to establish a Capital Reserve
Fund under the provisions of RSA 35:1 for the purchase of Highway
Heavy Equipment in accordance with the Capital Improvement Plan;
(2) to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty five thousand
dollars ($25,000) to be placed in the fund; and (3) to name the
Selectmen as agents to carry out the object of this article.
(Selectmen/Road Agent)
14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00) to be placed in the
1999 Fire Truck Capital Reserve Fund. (Selectmen/Fire Chief)
15. To see if the Town will vote (1) to raise and appropriate the sum
of forty thousand dollars ($40,000) to hire a professional
appraisal firm, approved by the Department of Revenue
Administration, to conduct a complete revaluation of the real
estate in the Town to be completed in the tax year 1992; and (2)
authorize the withdrawal of thirteen thousand, five hundred thirty
two dollars ($13,532) from the Capital Reserve Fund created for
that purpose. The balance of twenty-six thousand, four hundred
and sixty-eight dollars ($26,463) to come from general taxation.
( Sel ectmen)
16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
thirteen thousand, five hundred dollars ($13,500) to be placed
in the Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund. (Selectmen)
17. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) to purchase fire fighting equip-
ment. (Selectmen/Fire Chief)
18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
one thousand two hundred thirty six dollars ($1,236) to
contribute to a local (or regional if appropriate) Household
Hazardous Waste Collection Program. This annual program provides
for the proper disposal of hazardous household products such as
dry cell batteries, pesticides, kitchen/bathroom cleaners, paint
thinners, antifreeze, and the like. (Selectmen)
19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
four thousand eight hundred dollars ($4,800) for the Contoocook
Housing Trust, to support its goals of creating and maintaining
affordable housing for low and moderate income families, or take
any other action thereto. (Selectmen)
20. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
one hundred dollars ($100.00) for support of the Grand Monadnock
Arts Council, or to take any action relating thereto. (Selectmen)
21. To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate to pay
the normal operating cost of the Town (as set forth in the posted
Town budget), or take any other action in relation there to.
Said sum is exclusive of special articles 12 - 19. (Selectmen)
22. To see if the Town will vote to- abolish the office of the
Administrative Assistant. (By Petition-Bennington Voice
Association)
23. To see if the Town will eliminate the Assistant Administrative
Office. (By Petition-The Concerned Citizen Taxpayers Association.)
24. To see if the Town will vote to reduce the pay of the
Administrative Assistant from $24,000.00 to $12,000.00. (By
Petition-Bennington Voice Association.)
25. To see if the Town will reduce the salary of the Town Clerk from




26. To see if the Town will vote to change the office of the Police
Chief of Bennington, N.H. from an appointed one to an elected one.
(By Petition-Bennington Voice Association.)
27. To see if the Town will vote to reduce the pay of police officers
of Bennington, N.H. from $22,000.00 to $11,000.00. (By
Petition-Bennington Voice Association.)
28. To see if the Town will vote to reduce its Police Department to 1
Chief - 1 Part-time Police Officer. (By Petition-The Concerned
Citizen Taxpayers Association.)
29. To see if the Town will eliminate the position of Police
Administrator. (By Petition-Bennington Voice Association.)
30. To see if the Town will vote the election of its Road Agent -
Budget Committee - Janitor, and Police. (By Petition-The
Concerned Citizen Taxpayers Association
.
31. To see if the Town will approve requiring that the Selectmen must
appoint the runner-up from the most recent election in cases of a




32. To see if the Town will vote that anyone holding an elected or
appointed office on any Town Board be restricted to serving on
only one Board at a time. (By Petition-Bennington Voice
Association
.
33. To see if the Town will approve the limiting of spending by
placing a cap on all future increases of not more than 1% (one
percent). (By Petition-Bennington Voice Association.)
34. To see if the Town will require Town Meeting approval, or special
Town Meeting approval, in urgent cases, of all expenditures of
$1,000.00 or more, including Lease/Purchase arrangements of
$1,000.00 or more. (By Petiton-Bennington Voice Association.)
35. To hear reports of committees and act thereon.
Given under our hands and seal this 20th day of February, in the











May we call to the special attention of the voters that the Warrant
items will be taken up Saturday, March 16, 1991 at 10:00 a.m. at the
Antrim Gym.
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION
BUDGET OF THE TOWN
OF BENNINGTON N.H.
Appropriations and Estimates of Revenue for the Ensuing Year January 1 , 1 991 to December 31 , 1 991 or for Fiscal Year
From 19 to 19
Date ,?^//y, ;r?S
Uc-iJ-^^^1^0'̂^^
SELECTMEN (PLEASE SIGN IN INK)
R.S.A., Chap. 31 , Sect. 95. Immediately upon the close of the fiscal year the budget committee in towns where such committees exist,
otherwise the selectmen, shall prepare a budget on blanks prescribed by the Department of Revenue Administration. Such budget shall be
posted with the town warrant and shall be printed in the town report at least one week before the date of the town meeting.








This has been another exceptionally busy year for the Town and its
various Boards and Departments.
There have been many positive beginnings and accomplishments along
with a fair share of frustrations. This Board is truly thankful for
the efforts and dedication of all Board and Department members as well
as employees. We are also especially appreciative of the broad range
of support and approval shown by the large majority of the
townspeople. This support makes it possible for those involved in the
daily operation of the Town to continue to function.
The Board recognizes the tax burden placed on the residents is
overpowering, especially for the elderly. To diminish this burden,
the Board will request a change to the adjusted elderly exemption.
The major change will be that applicants may now exclude the value of
their home to qualify for the exemption. The Town budget this year
will decrease by 1%. Major areas in the budget that will experience
increases are: Welfare 50%, Police Department 20%, Insurance 19%, and
fuel and electricity in all departments. To minimize these increases,
we have cut the budget of Town administration by 13% and legal by 15%.
The Board and Town employees continue to strive to provide the
services required by the residents in the most frugal way.
The total amount to be appropriated this year, including proposed
warrant articles, will decrease from last year.
The Board will be requesting an appropriation of $26,468 and the
withdrawal of $13,532 from Capital' Reserve for a professional
revaluation. The need for a revaluation is quite evident. This will
correct any present inequities and provide the town with professional
and accurate valuation of all properties.
The new Youth Ballpark is now completed. The work accomplished by
several dedicated volunteers has been exceptional . The Town is proud
to provide the youth of Bennington with one of the finest recreational
facilities in the area. We especially wish to thank Gladys Newhall for
the gift of land which made the park possible.
The members of the Fire Department and other volunteers who worked
on the construction of the new bay for the rescue truck, are to be
congratulated for their fine work. The Board thanks all who donated
their time or materials for this endeavor.
Congratulations to Frank Taylor for achieving the rank of Eagle
Scout. Frank is the first resident of Bennington to have earned such a
distinction.
The Edward French Scholarship this year was awarded to Tonia




The Post Office situation posed a definite challenge to our Town
this year. While the present outcome did not meet everyone's
expectations, the Board is still working to have Bennington placed on
the list for a new Post Office in 1995. We would like to thank
Senator Warren Rudman and his staff, as well as, Senator Bob Smith and
his office for their present and continuing support in this matter.
The Landfill and future trash disposal are of utmost concern for
the Board. The State has accepted the Town's proposal to continue
present operations until the Fall of 1992. Closure construction is
scheduled to begin in the Spring of 1993. This will give the Town
adequate time to implement further recycling and develop a new Solid
Waste Disposal alternative. The Board will be requesting $40,000 to
be placed in the Landfill Capital Reserve Fund.
Bennington moves into 1991 with two major problems still
unresolved. They are the bankruptcy of Trailside Development, Inc.
and their uncollected taxes and the inequity of the Conval School
District apportionment formula. The Board has been frustrated, but
continues to pursue all avenues to bring about a positive outcome for
these problems. The year 1991 must be one for the Town to make an
affirmative move forward on both problems.
This year the continuing surreptitious attacks on Town officials
and employees will hopefully cease. While the vast majority of
residents display a genuine concern for the Town and take a rational
approach to its problems, it is imperative that all Bennington
residents take a stand to protect the stability of the Town
Government
.
Your opportunity to "stand up and be counted" will be your
presence and participation at the March 1991 Town Meeting!
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TOWN OF BENNINGTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MINUTES OF MARCH 15 ,1990 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
ARTICLE 1. The town officers elected for the year ensuing as per the
town clerk's ballot records.
ARTICLE 2. The adoption of the amendment to the existing Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board relative to a
Growth Management Ordinance was favorably voted into
effect by ballot vote.
163 YES 135 NO
ARTICLE 3. The adoption of the provisions of RSA 72:28,V and VI for
an optional veteran's exemption and/or expanded qualify-
ing war service for veterans seeking exemption from
$50.00 (fifty dollars) to $100.00 (one hundred dollars)
was favorably voted into effect by ballot vote:
257 YES 44 NO
ARTICLE 4. The adoption of the provision of RSA 72:35, IV for an
optional property tax exemption on residential property
tax exemption on residential property for a service-
connected total disability from $700.00 (seven hundred
dollars) to $1,400.00 (one thousand four hundred dollars)
was favorably voted into effect by ballot vote:
237 YES 61 NO
ARTICLE 5. By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to authorize
the Selectmen to borrow such sums of money as may be
necessary in anticipation of taxes.
ARTICLE 6. By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to accept
legacies and gifts to the Town in trust or otherwise by an
individual or individuals, or take any other action
relating thereto.
At this time seating capacity of Town Hall was reached and so that no
registered voter was denied the opportunity to participate in the
voting process, Selectmen James Sweeney made the motion "To recess
this Town Meeting until Thursday March 22, 1990 at 7:00 p.m. at the
Antrim Middle School Gym." The motion was seconded and passed.
The Moderator reconvened the meeting at 7:10 p.m. on Thursday evening
March 22,1990 by rereading the Rules of Conduct voted on and accepted
at the March 15,1990 recessed meeting.
There were 174 registered voters present.
The meeting began with the reading of Article 7.
Article 7. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to authorize
the Selectmen to transfer tax liens and convey property
acquired by the Town by tax collector's deed by public
auction (or advertised sealed bid) or in such other
manners as determined by the Selectmen as justice may
require.
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Article 8. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to apply for
negotiate for, contract for, accept and expend and do all
other things necessary to obtain such Federal, State, or
other assistance (financial or otherwise) or take any
other action relating thereto.
Article 9. A motion was made and seconded to amend the article to
read: To see if the Town will vote to lease a backhoe
for one year at the cost of eleven thousand ,five hundred
sixty eight dollars ($11,568.00). By voice vote the
amendment was defeated.
By standing head count the Town voted 88 YES to 71 NO to
(1) raise and appropriate the sum of forty thousand
dollars ($40,000.00) to purchase a backhoe for public
works projects: and (2) to authorize the withdrawal of
such sums from the Capital Reserve Fund.
Article 10. Upon the presentation of the article by the Moderator
the Selectmen made a motion and it was seconded to amend
the article to read:
To see if the Town would (1) raise and appropriate
the sum of thirty ^thousand dollars ($30,000.00) to
reconstruct 528 ft. of Old Coach Road (Blanchard Road);
resurface 1320 ft. of Durgin Road (paved portion);
resurface 500 ft. of Old Lakin Road (Upper Cemetery Road)
and (2) to authorize the withdrawal of such sum from the
Capital Reserve Fund. By standing vote the Town defeated
the amended article. A motion was made and seconded to
reconsider article 10. The motion for reconsideration was
defeated by standing vote.
Article 11. A motion was made and seconded to amend the article to
read: To see if the Town will vote (1) to raise and
appropriate the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars
($25,000.00) to be placed in the Landfill Capital Reserve
Fund; and (2) to authorize the withdrawal therefrom of
funds as necessary for the preliminary and final capping
of the Landfill and purchase of transfer station
equipment not to exceed fifty thousand dollars
($50,000.00). By voice vote, the amended article was
unanimously accepted.
Article 12. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to (1) establish
a Capital Reserve Fund under the provisions of RSA 35:1
for the purchase of a replacement fire truck in the year
1999; (2) to raise and appropriate the sum of fifteen
thousand dollars ($15,000.00) to be placed in this fund
and (3) to name the Selectmen as agents to carry out the
object of this article.
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Article 13. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to (1) raise and
appropriate the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00)
to purchase corrosion control equipment for the Town's
water system; and (2) to authorize the withdrawal of such
sums from the Capital Reserve Fund.
Article 14. A motion was made and seconded to amend the article to
read; To see if the Town will vote (1) to establish a
Capital Reserve Fund under the provisions of RSA 35:1
for the funding of a complete revaluation of the real
estate in the Town in 1993 and (2) to raise and
appropriate the sum of thirteen thousand three hundred
and thirty three dollars ($13,333.00) to be placed in
this fund and, (3) to name the Selectmen as agents to
carry out the object of this Article. By voice vote
the Town unanimously voted to adopt the amended article.
Article 15. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to increase
water rents by twenty-five percent (25%) over the
existing rate schedule . Copies of the present rate
schedule are available at the Town Hall.
Article 16. By voice, the Town unanimously voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of four thousand dollars ($4,000.00)
to purchase fire fighting equipment.
Article 17. Upon the presentation of the article by the Moderator the
selectmen made a motion and it was seconded to amend the
article to read as follows; To see if the Town will vote
(1) to accept a gift from Gladys Newhall of a 4.6 acre
tract of land on the western side of Bible Hill Road for
use as a recreational facility for the young residents
of the Town - subject to certain restrictive covenants:
(2) to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty thousand
dollars ($20,000.00) to construct playing fields on said
tract of land; (3) to establish a board consisting of
three (3) persons to be appointed by the Selectmen and
Scott Liljeberg to manage the property and its use: or
(4) to take any other action in relation thereto.
By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to accept the
amended article.
Article 18. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of three thousand two hundred dollars
($3,200.00) to paint the front and left side of the Town
Hall building.
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Article 19. An amendment to this article was proposed by the Select-
men and an additional amendment was proposed and accepted
by a 97 YES to 60 NO head count. The accepted amended
article reads as follows; To see if the Town will vote to
(1) increase the commercial garbage haulers annual permit
from twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to two hundred and
fifty dollars ($250.00); and (2) adopt the following
amendments to the ordinance for the use of the Tri-Town
sanitary landfill facility;
AMENDMENT 1. Section 1:B is amended by deleting the
second paragraph in its entirety and inserting the
following in its place:
The landfill will not be open on the following
holidays; New Year's Day, Washington's Birthday,
Fast Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor
Day , Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day.
AMENDMENT 2. Section 8 is amended by deleting the
same in its entirety and inserting the following in
its place:
8. Designated Areas
The Landfill facility includes several
designated areas for special wastes. The
proper separation of the following materials
is mandatory; tires, batteries, used motor
oil, construction and demolition materials,
brush, scrap metal, aluminum cans and glass
bottles
.
The fees .of disposing of tires and white
goods shall be set and regulated by the
Bennington Board of Selectmen. A public
hearing will be held prior to fee changes.
ARTICLE 20. By voice vote and also a requested standing vote, the
Town unanimously voted not to raise and appropriate the
sum of seventeen thousand dollars ($17,000.00) for the
construction of a recycling processing/storage building,
contingent upon the approval of a matching recycling
grant of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) from the
Office of State Planning.
ARTICLE 21. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of nine hundred and fifty nine
dollars ($959.00) to contribute to a local (or regional
if appropriate) Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Program. This annual program provides for the proper
disposal of hazardous household products such as
pesticides, kitchen/bathroom cleaners, paint thinners,
antifreeze, and the like.
ARTICLE 22. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of one hundred dol 1 ars ($100 . 00
)
for support of the Grand Monadnock Arts Council, or to
take any action relating thereto.
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ARTICLE 23. A motion was made and seconded to amend the article to
read; The Town will raise and appropriate the sum of six
hundred, forty one thousand dollars ($641,000.00) to pay
the normal operating cost of the Town. A secret ballot
was requested resulting in a vote of 53 YES and 101 NO.
The amendment was unanimously defeated.
Another motion was made and seconded to amend the
article to read; The Town will raise and appropriate the
sum of seven hundred, sixty one thousand, three hundred
eleven dollars ($761,311.00) to pay the normal operating
cost of the Town. Said sum is exclusive of special
articles 9-22. By standing count 130 YES and 2 NO the
amendment passed.
By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of seven hundred, sixty one thousand
three hundred and eleven dollars ($761,311.00) to pay
the normal operating cost of the Town. Said sum is
exclusive of special articles 9-22.
A motion was then made to have Article 23 reconsidered.
A voice vote was taken to reconsider Article 23. It was
defeated
.
ARTICLE 24. In a standing vote the Town unanimously voted to
support the following position: We the citizens of
Bennington, New Hampshire, would like to keep the U.S.
Post Office on Main Street, in the center of the village
district, to maintain the integrity of our traditional
New England Community.
ARTICLE 25. A secret ballot was requested to see if the Town will
vote to abolish the office of the Administrative
Assistant. By a vote of 43 YES, and 108 NO the Town
unanimously voted not to abolish the office of
Administrative Assistant.
ARTICLE 26. This article, To see if the Town will vote to reduce the
pay of the Administrative Assistant by one half, was
unanimously voted by voice vote, to be tabled.
ARTICLE 27. A secret ballot was requested to see if the Town would
vote to change the office of Police Chief of Bennington
N. H. from an appointed one to an elected one. The
request was honored by the Moderator however, by voice
vote the floor overrode his ruling and tabled the
article.
ARTICLE 28. A secret ballot was requested to see if the Town would
vote to reduce the pay of police officers of Bennington
N.H. by one half. The request was honored by the
Moderator, however, by voice vote the floor overrode his
ruling and tabled the article.
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ARTICLE 29. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to table the
Article which read- To see if the Town will vote that
the Monadnock Paper Mill be required to use the Tri-Town
Landfill on the same schedule as private citizens. Also,
that they be required to pay the same fees as commercial
haulers will be charged, and not have unlimited access
and private gate keys to the landfill.
ARTICLE 30. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to table the
Article which read- To see if the Town will vote that in
order to keep the fire lane open, and for other safety
reasons, there will no longer be allowed the parking of
any vehicles in the triangle in the public way opposite
the Pierce School, next to the Bennington Garage.
ARTICLE 31. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to table the
Article which read- To see if the Town will vote that
the Town of Bennington have one hundred percent (100%)
property assessment.
ARTICLE 32. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to table the
Article which read- To see if the Town will vote to hire
a professional assessing firm to evaluate all property
in the Town.
ARTICLE 33. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to have this
article stricken stating that it was illegal as written.
The responsibilities of the Selectmen are stated in State
statues which cannot be overridden. The article read-
To see if the Town will require town meeting approval
or special Town meeting approval, in urgent cases, of all
expenditures of 'one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or more,
including lease/purchase arrangements of one thousand
dollars ($1,000,00) or more.
ARTICLE 34. By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to have this
article stricken stating State law requires a Selectmen
to sit on the Planning Board as ex-officio. The article
read- To see if the Town will vote that anyone holding an
elected or appointed office on any Town Board be
restricted to serving on only one Board at a time.
ARTICLE 35. By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to have this
article stricken stating that it was not a legal article-
in that it was already addressed in ARTICLE 3. The
article read; To see if the Town will vote that the
Veteran's abatement be changed from $50.00 (fifty
dollars) to $100.00 (one hundred dollars) per year.
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ARTICLE 36. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to have this
article stricken stating RSA 669:63 (the selectmen
shall appoint persons to fill the remaining time in a
vacancy of position- State law supersedes this article.
The article read: To see if the Town will approve
requiring that the Selectmen must appoint the runner-
up from the most recent election in cases of a vacancy
on the Board of Selectmen.
ARTICLE 37. By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to designate
and proclaim April 22,1990 as Earth Day 1990, and to set
aside that day for public activities promoting
preservation of the global environment and launching the
"Decade of the Environment".
ARTICLE 38. There were no reports of committees to act on.
In other Town business, a discussion was held on the
feasibility of holding next year's Town meeting at the
Antrim Middle School, if need be. By all present, it was
felt to be an appropriate site.




Vachon, Clukay 8c Co., pc
Certified Public Accountants
131 Middle Street





Dear Members of the Board:
We expect to complete our audit of the Town's 1990 Financial
Statements by February 22, 1991. Unless we encounter circum-
stances beyond our control the reports should be available in
early March.
Very truly yours,
i/«iU, &Jfr S, 6 y fiq
Vachon, Clukay & Co., PC
DDC/jp
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Vachon, Clukay & Co., pc
Certified Public Accountants
131 Middle Street
Manchester, New Hampshire 03 1 1
(603) 622-7070
Board of Selectmen
Town of Bennington, New Hampshire
We have compiled the financial statements of the Town of
Bennington, New Hampshire for the year ended December 31, 1990
included in the accompanying Form MS-5, in accordance with stand-
ards established by the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants.
Our compilation was limited to presenting in the form pre-
scribed by the New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administra-
tion, information that is the representation of Town Officials.
We have not audited or reviewed the financial statements referred
to above and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or any other
form of assurance on them.
The financial report, Form MS-5, is presented in accordance
with the requirements of the New Hampshire Department of Revenue
Administration which differ from generally accepted accounting
principles. Accordingly, these financial statements are not
designed for those who are not informed about such differences.





STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE





{For the Year Ending December 31,1 990;
June 30, 1991)
LQ3QIHI INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUES - ALL FUNDS
A. FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
1 . Federal grants for education
tdZUI^M REVENUE FROM CHARGES FOR SERVICES -
ALL FUNDS - Continued
Exclude transfers.




Report payments to other governments in part XI only.
liTTiTlllHI EXPENDITURES ALL FUNDS -
Continued
Report payments to other governments in part XI only.
IjfiQKW EXPENDITURES ALL FUNDS -
Continued
Report payments to other governments in part XI onty.
lUfUliiHl EXPENDITURES ALL FUNDS -
Continued
Report payments to other governments in part XI only.
DEBT OUTSTANDING, ISSUED, AND RETIRED
Bonds outstanding at
the beginning of this
fiscal year
Bonds during this fiscal year
Outstanding at the end of this
fiscal year
General obligations Revenue bonds
Water-sewer utility 639,750
Industrial revenue
All other debt 70,000 10,000
Short-term (TAN's) debt outstanding at beginning of fiscal year
Short-term (TAN's) debt outstanding at end of fiscal ye
INTERGOVERNMENTAL EXPENDITURES
rtbursement or cost-sharing basis. Do not
All other — County
All other — Towns




Amount paid to the State
Report here the total salaries and wages paid to all employees of your city before deductions for social
security, retirement, etc. include also salaries and wages paid to employees of any utility owned and
operated by your government, as well as salaries and wages of city employees charged to
construction projects, these amounts may be taken form the W3 form filed by your government for the
year ended December 31,1 990.
mssm CASH AND INVESTMENTS HELD AT END OF FISCAL YEAR
Report separately for each of the three types of funds listed below, the total amount of cash on hand and on deposit and investments in Federal
Government, Federal agency. State and local government, and non-governmental securities. Report all investments at par value. Include in the sinking
fund total any mortgages and notes receivable held as offsets to housing and industrial financing loans. Exclude accounts receivable, value of real
property, and all non-security assets. ^^^
Type of fund
1 . Bond funds — Unexpended proceeds from sale of bond issues held pending disbursement.
2. All other funds except employee retirement funds 65,167
CENSUS USE ONLY
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SUJUiUH SCHEDULE OF CITY/TOWN PROPERTY
(As of December 31 , 1 990; June 30, 1 991 )
BALANCE SHEET
Modified Accrual Basis of Accounting
BALANCE SHEET
RECONCILIATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICT LIABILITY
1 . School district liability at the beginning of the municipality's year 417,698
2. ADD: School district assessment for current year
TOTAL LIABILITY WITHIN CURRENT YEAR
4. SUBTRACT: Payments made to school district within the
municipality's year
5. School district liability at the end of the municipality's year
CERTIFICATION
This is to certify that the information contained in this report was taken from
official records and is complete to the best of our knowledge and belief.




Three copies of this report are sent to each city. Selectmen, treasurer and tax collector are
expected to cooperate in making out this report. When made out, one copy should be returned to
the Department of Revenue Administration and one copy should be placed on file among the city
records. The third copy is for use in preparing the annual printed report for the voters.
WHEN TO FILE: (R.S.A. 21-J) 1 . For cities/towns reporting on a calendar year basis,
this report must be filed on or before April 1 , 1 991
.
2. For cities/towns reporting on an optional fiscal year
basis (fiscal year ending June 30, 1 99 1 ), this report
must be filed on or before September 1 , 1 991
.
WHERE TO FILE Department of Revenue Administration
State of New Hampshire
Municipal Services Division




STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
Department of Revenue Administration
TAX YEAR 1 990
SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
CITY/TOWN OF BENNINGTON IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this report was taken from official records and is correct to
the best of our knowledge and belief. RSA 2l-J:34.
£ -^&Z<J- >,- Selectmen of . .3e.nnin9 to.n .
(Please Sign in Ink)
August 22,
REPORTS REQUIRED AND PENALTY. RSA 2l-J:34. as amended provides for certification of valuations, appropria-
tions, estimated revenues and such other information as the Dcpt. of Revenue Administration may require upon blanks
prescribed for that purpose. If the certifications arc not made to the Dcpt. of Revenue Administration on or before Septem-
ber first, unless the time is extended by the Dcpt of Revenue Administration, the town for which the selectmen act shall pay
to the state for its use the sum of five dollars tor each day's delay in making certifications. (RSA 2I-J:36)
PROPERTY TAX WARRANT. RSA 76: 1 1 as amended provides for delivery of the list (warrant) to the collector within
thirty days of receipt of ,ippro\al of the tax rate unless for good cause the time is extended by the Dcpt. of Revenue
Administration. The collector shall within thirty days after receipt of the warrant from the selectmen send out the tax bills,
unless for good cause the tunc is extended by the Depl. of Revenue Administration.
Return the completed Summary Inventory form, together with the Siatement of Appropriations and Taxes Assessed, to the
Dcpt. of Revenue Administration. P.O. Uo\ 457, Concord. N.H. 03302-0457. Do not compute taxes until approval of the
rate is received.
PENALTY: FAILURE TO FILE BY SEPTEMBER 1 , 1 990 MAY RESULT IN $5.00 PER DAY
PENALTY FOR EACH DAY'S DELAY. (RSA 21-J:36)




ELECTRIC, GAS & PIPELINE COMPANY
Insert valuation of plant used in production, distribution and transmission. The total in each column should agree with the
totals listed under the corresponding items on Page 2 of this report. (RSA 72:8)
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE






city/town ok Bennington in Hillsborough county
CERTIFICATE
This is lo certify Ihai the information contained in ihis report was laken from official records and is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief.
RSA 21-J:34.
nnlf. April 11
s/ James P. Sweeney
s/ James E. Trov | s.-i.-.-imi-n of Benni ngtnn
s/ Herb Flanders }(PlcascSigmnlnkl
PENALTY: FAILURE TO FILE WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER EACH MEETING AT WHICH APPROPRIA-
TIONS WERE VOTED MAY RESULT IN $5.00 PER DAY PENALTY FOR EACH DAY'S DELAY.
RSA 21-J:36.








THIS PAGE RESERVED FOR USE BY
THE DEPARTMENT OK REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
TAX RATE COMPUTATION
134 T0L1I Town Appropriations
SUMMARY OF VALUATIONS AND TAXES TO BE ASSESSED FOR THE TAX YEAR 1990 BY PRECINCTS, SERVICE
AREAS, VILLAGE DISTRICTS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS WHERE VALUATION OR BOUNDARIES ARE NOT IDENTI-






Balance, January 1, 1990
Plus Receipts per Ledger
Less, 1989 Certificate of Deposit












































SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS







Anderson, Anderson & Brandt
Armstrong, John & Marguerite
Bardusk, Marcel la
Barnes, Edward
Baybutt, John & Dawn
Beach, Richard & Margaret
Bell, John
Bennett, Marshall
Berwick Lumber Company, Inc.
Bills, Robert & Gwendolyn




Bond, Randall & Dawn
Bosviel , Jacqueline
Bowers, George
Brown, Stewart & Marilyn
Burnett, Bonnie
Burt, William & Doris
Byam Construction Corp.




Carswell, Daniel & Claudette
Caverly, Virginia
Chamber 1 in, Amos
Champagne, James & Nancy
Chase, Jr. Stephen
Chase, Lauren
Cheever, Kevin & Pamela
Chicoine, Richard & Tanya
Church Estate, Julius
Clough, Donald H. & Frances
Clough, Donald M.
Clough, Robyn & Wanda
Clow, David & Gail
Cochran, Thomas 6. Elizabeth
Coffin, Betty
Coffin & Eppig














Dalton, Caroline & Franklin
Davison II, Roland & Jean
Deliguori, Lyman & Karen
Dendy, Mark & Laura T.
Despres, Ronald & Shirley
Dubuque, Paul & Linda
Durgin, Lula
Ecklund, Hazel & Peter
Elliott, Richard & Norma
Ellis, Harold & Jean
Ely III, Al
Ely, A. Elizabeth
Eppig, Peter & Mary
Fleet-New Hampshire
Francis, John & Paula
Freeport Development Inc.
FTF Trust
Germain, Philip & Valerie
Gladding, Robert & Nancy
Glynn, Dorothy & David
Goff, Sophie W.
Graham, Gary & Ellen
Granite Camps Inc.
Hall, Bruce & Sharon
Harding, Patricia A.
Harriman, Smith
Heinzman Jr, Chester & Deborah
Henderson III, James & Gail
Hickey Brothers Realty Trust
Hillsborough Bank & Trust
Holden, Arthur & Betty
Holden, Deborah
Hope, Judith & Ethel
Huntington, Sidney & Nada
Huntley, Athlon & Barbara





Kelso III, Francis & Janice
Kentros, Lee Mclnerney
Kiburis, Stephen & Kelly
Kulpinski, Thaddeus & Paula
Lamon & Pacsay
















































































Maloon, Lester & Doris Ann
Marquis, Arthur & Merle
McAlpine, Jeffrey & Angeline
McCarthy, Joseph
McHale, Francis & Darlene
Mclnerney, Thomas
McKinney, Lowell & Carol
Melton, Heather
Mercier, Norman & Jo
Morgan, Alan & Pauline
Morris, Mark & Nancy
Nay, Ward & Barbara
Nevins, William & Victoria
Newcal Builders, Inc.
Nisco, David & Rita
Nixon, Bruce & Sherry
Novotny, Edward & Gail
Page, Harry
Paradise, John & Brenda
Parisi , Donna M.
Parker, William & Pamela




Ricupero, Kevin & Karen
Robbins, David
Robertson, Steven & Rachel
Rockwell, Fred & Eleanor
Rosano, Joseph & Joy
Salvato, Joseph & Jennifer
Schroeder, Stephen & Christine
Seneschal , Lawrence & Susan
Smith, Constance
Smith, William
Souza, Albert & Lisa




Strout, Frank & Dawn
Sullivan, Richard & Jean
Sweeney, Walter H.




























































Townsend, George & Alyson
Trailside Development Inc.
Treadwell Jr, Alfred
Tremblay, Ronald & Patricia
Tripp, David & Carolyn
Trust, Deborah
Turner, Victoria
Varnum, Jerome & Barbara
Vayens, Shelley R.
Vose & Nutter
Wadleigh, Robert & Linda
Whitney, Gary
Whittemore Lake Inc.
Whittemore, Barry & Sfa
Whittemore, Brian & Carrie
Widmark, Peter
Wilson, Edward & Libra
Wilson, Harold & Christine
Yensco, Andrew S> Judith


























SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
FISCAL YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1990
DEBIT
Tax Lien on Account of Levies
1989 1988 1987
Balance of Unredeemed Taxes -
Beginning Fiscal Year
Taxes Liened/Executed to Town
During Fiscal Year







$105,458.93 $84,281.54 $ 7,888.20
CREDIT
Remittances to Treasurer During Year:
Redemptions $ 30,105.59 $15,619.49
Interest & Costs After Sale 787.83 1,979.40
Unredeemed Taxes-End of Year 74,565.51 66,682.65





UNREDEEMED PROPERTY TAX LIENS
1989
Amanda Development Corporation







































































































WATER AND SEWER DEPARTMENT


















Unpaid Balance of December 31, 1990
UNPAID WATER AND/OR SEWER RENTS
Water
Aborn, Richard M. $ 54.64
Byam, John 29.05
Byrne, Laurie F. 29.05
Cheever, Kevin 59.40
Church Estate, Julius .60
Clow, David 41.65
Cochran, Thomas S. 40.7 5
Cordatos, Maria C. 33.78
Cordatos, Peter 44.35
Cordelle, Frank 51.79
Corwin, Beth Ann 67.85
Cox, Drusilla J. 22.03
Deliguori, Lyman 59.13
Eastman, Harold Jr. 15.00
Elliott, Richard 48.40
Glynn, Dorothy P. 19.78
KDK Corporation 60.59
Lavoie, Paul 59.90
Lyons, Judith i. 24.55
Magoon, Roger 18.09
McHale, Francis H. 40.08
Mullin, Lillian 15.00
Nevins, William R. 59.17














































Onset Road Finance Charge
Onset Road Interest
TOTAL

































MISCELLANEOUS INCOME FROM TAX COLLECTOR
$
TOTAL
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUES - STATE OF N.H.
Shared Revenue - Block Grant
Highway Block Grant
Railroad Tax
State Aid Water Pollution Project
State of N.H. Emergency Management
TOTAL
REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES
TOTAL














LICENSES, PERMITS, AND FILING FEES
Town Clerk Fees
Planning Board



















SALE of TOWN PROPERTY






Unemployment Dividend $ 223.64
Newhall Bal If ield-Altan Construction 976.00
PSNH 114.00
TOTAL $ 1,313.64
WATER AND SEWER DEPARTMENT $ 105,906.70
TOTAL $ 105,906.70




























































































Alcor Office Supplies 116.47
Homestead Press 81.66
Central Paper Products 172.68
Reliable Corporation 388.56
Visible Comp. Supply 25.31
A. Kendall Office Specialists 53.19
Quill Corporation 788.10
Steele's 29.33
Monadnock Bus. Forms 485.32
Safeguard Bus. Systems 153.01
Radio Shack 81.82
Maclean Hunter Report 101.50
Tax Map Maintenance:
John E. O'Donnell Assoc. 600.00
Appraiser
:








Town And Country 100.00
Fees :
NH Tax Collectors' Assn. 15.00
NH Assn. Assessing Officials 20.00
NH Dept. of Environ. Services 20.00
Hillsborough County 11.00
NH City/Town Clerk Assn. 22.00
Peterborough Savings Bank 25.00
Miscel laneous
:
Wheeler and Clark 112.19
Demers Television Service 350.00
Town of Antrim 149.50
Vachon, Clukay & Co. 427.00
NH State Library 2.90
Newhall Ballpark Survey:






































TOWN HALL BUILDING EXPENSES
Heating Oil/Electricity:














































































Blodgett, Makechnie, & Vetne
TOTAL
LEGAL EXPENSES
Blodgett, Makechnie, & Vetne
Robert T. McWalters
George Dickson, Esquire




S.W. Region Planning Comm.
Home Health Care
Antrim Rescue Squad
Mon. Family Mental Health
N.H. Resource Recovery Assoc.
TOTAL
AUDIT




























































Gal 1 , Inc.





































Treasurer, State of N.H.
Annabel le Archer






















































































































Mary S. Wakefield, EMT-D
Miscel laneous
:



































































Bracken Company of N.H.
Ken Carpenter Ford
Century Auto Supply




























































Smith B. Harriman, Lumber
Atlantic Plow Blade Div.
Edmunds Hardware























































J. P. Chemical Co.
Equipment/Equipment Lease:
























































SAS Auto Parts Co.
Chet Mazza
Donovan Equiment Co,










N.H. Dept. Environment Ser,
Bracken Company of N.H.
A/L Systems














































































U.S. Tire Recycling Corp.
Newspaper Removal
:
N.H. Resource Recovery Assn.











































































N.H. Welfare Adm. Assn.





































































































































Village Costume Shop 20.00








N.H. Fish & Game
















General Electric Capital Corp. 12,750.00
Connecticut National Bank 25,000.00
Peterborough Savings Bank 14,000.00
LT-Notes Principal
:




Connecticut National Bank 22,189.62
Peterborough Savings Bank 1,121.72
General Electric Capital 21,782.98
LT-Notes Interest:
Antrim Water & Sewer Dept. 1,560.09











George Caldwell Co. 839 89
pSNH 13, 608." 29
Edmunds Hardware 478.64
Tim Hogue 86.00
Scott Associates, Inc. 764.73
Contel of N.H. 494.24
Peterborough Transcript 62.90
Bennington Post Office 306.00
Water Works Supply 1,891.49
SEA Consultants, Inc. 500.00
State of N.H. 88.00
Antrim Water & Sewer Dept. 9,263.64
N.E. Rural Water Assn. 50.00
Water Industries Inc. 250.84
John French 454.00
Matthew Miller 274.50
F.D. Dalton Plumb & Heat 102^00
Bill Lee 64.00
Roy Johnson 222.00
NH Dept. Environmental Ser. 40.00
Antrim Lumber 14.40
Village Rent-All 35^00




City of Franklin 500.00
Monadnock Business Forms 65.60
Stonkus Hydraulic Ser. 3,795.00





Yeaton & Maine 980.00
Mamakating Electric 115.00











NHMA Health trust 19,958.79
Stuart Clark Insurance 2,410.00
N.H. Workers Comp. Fund 4,629.67
N.H. Unemployment Comp. 361.96
TOTAL 47,455.42
SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS
Landfill Preclosure Cost - Article 11:
Bennett Land Dev. 12,560.00
DSM Environment Ser. 10,610.65
Resource Analysts, Inc. 3,320.00
Environment Field Ser. 805.00
Rath, Young, Etal,P.A. 2,677.48
Blodgett, Makechnie, & Vetne 1,161.50
Con-Tec Inc. 2,208.75
State of N.H. 150.00
Capital Reserve Fund - Article 11:
Trustee Of Trust Funds 25,000.00
Caterpillar Backhoe - Article 9:
Cat. Financial Service 40,000.00
1999 Fire Truck - Article 12:






Corrosion Control Equipment - Article 13:
Grainger 607.52
Graphic Controls 93.98
R.E. Erickson Co. 5,793.00
Antrim Lumber 52.50





Revaluation - Article 14:
Trustee Of Trust Funds 13,333.00
Fire Fighter Equipment - Article 16:
Fire Barn 3,999.80
Newhall Memorial Park - Article 17:
Altan Construction 7,400.00
Mann & Russell 710.52
Cheshire Fence 9.848.00
Our Town Landscaping 1,295.00
Peterborough Agway 237.83




Town Hall Painting _ Article 18:
Norman Mercier Painting 3,140.00
1990 Household Hazard Waste Day - Article 21:
Household Hazard Waste 959.20
Grand Monadnock Arts - Article 22:











Trustee of Trust Funds 30,000.00
CEMETERY LOT PURCHASES
Trustee of Trust Funds 1,000.00
1,000.00
MONEY MARKET TRANSFER
Peterborough Savings Bank 100,000.00
100,000.00
TAXES LIENED BY TOWN
















Richard & Blanche Morgan
Sidney & Barbara Willis










































Hillsboro County Treasurer 125,197.00
125,197.00
FEES
















A final report on the bond-supported Middle School Building
program: both schools have been completed on schedule and
significantly under budget! The latest accounting shows the total
expended was 1 - 1/2 MILLION DOLLARS less than the total authorized by-
district voters two years ago! I hope you've had a chance to visit
both schools. Students, teachers and administrators who use the
facilities for meetings, sports, etc. agree both schools are great
facilities which will serve the district for a long time to come.
Paying for them, of course, is not very pleasant regardless of the
necessity of the construction work. Yet, I hope you will all remember
the current fiscal year represents the stiff est bond payment. As the
Board stated, annual payments will now steadily decrease. Next year
the principal and interest payments will be $300,000 less than this
year. That equals approximately 2% of the Conval budget.
School districts across the country are facing severe budget cuts
because of taxes generally unfair to both middle and lower income
households, a situation compounded by the recession. Obviously, Conval
has the same problem. Last year we had to cut hundreds of thousands of
dollars, and must do so again this year to present a budget that has
any chance of voter acceptance. Unfortunately, those cuts do not
represent "fat". On the contrary, the quality of education has been
very seriously impacted. As we approach the turn of the century in an
increasingly complex world, one in which international competition is
getting stronger and stronger, our children will not be well prepared
for the demanding rigorous life ahead of them.
What are some solutions? The most popular local cry is "change the
formula!" First, though, let's look at what happens if this occurs.
Some feel a change in the formula would realize great savings.
However, the figure is more like $200,000 or $2.40 per thousand on the
tax rate, which translates into 3-4% less taxes. The real problem is
New Hampshire's system of paying for education.
The ConVal School Board has inserted an article on the District
Meeting warrant asking voters to adopt a resolution telling the state
they support an income tax aimed at reducing the property tax. It's
believed an income tax is fairer and easier to administer than a sales
tax
.
As I announced a year ago, I am not a candidate for reelection. My
reasons have to do with the fact I have been overcommitted to various
town related activities and need to cut back for both personal and
business reasons. I have, however, greatly enjoyed the last three
years. I will deeply miss being a member of the Conval Board. I thank




WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT
The year 1990 was no different from the previous years during
which we have been privileged to serve you. We dealt with various
leaks and equipment failures, all of which ran into expense. We did,
therefore, completely exhaust our budget.
We spent the entire year obtaining and installing the equipment
necessary for introducing the corrosion control chemicals into our
water system and making the necessary modifications to the pump house.
As of the preparation of this report, only the conversion from
electric to gas heat and the purchase and installation of the control
and alarm system remain to be done. The complete cost of getting the
corrosion control system on line would now appear to exceed our
$10,000 estimate by approximately $1,000.00. We have included that
amount in our 1991 budget request.
Now that corrosion control is mandated for all municipal water
systems, we find that suppliers of the chemicals have drastically
increased their prices. Inasmuch as we still have no firm idea of the
increase in labor needed to operate and monitor corrosion control, we
must again estimate the total additional cost to the Bennington system
of operating the corrosion control. Our estimate of that increase is
$15,000.00.
Due to normal wage increases for their employees and the always
escalating cost of "fringe" benefits, the Antrim Commissioners felt it
was necessary to increase the hourly fee charged us for the use of
their employees on the Bennington system. We expect a further
increase in 1991. We have, therefore, submitted a request for
increases in our respective budgets as follows:
Sewer - from $12,000 in 1990 to $17,000 in 1991
Water - from $33,000 in 1990 to $48,000 in 1991
During 1990 we again concentrated on the collection of overdue
sewer and water rents. We feel the total amount due the Town, as
printed, will attest to the success of our efforts. Our policy of
treating all delinquents in the same manner when terminating water
service when demand for payment was not met, drew some adverse
publicity. We maintain that the majority of our customers, who pay
their rents in a timely manner, suffer no inconveniences. We also
remind all residents they are welcome to attend our monthly meetings
if they have questions regarding our collection policies or about any
other facet of the water and sewer system operations. These meetings
are held at the Town Hall at 7:00 p.m. on the last Tuesday of each
month. Appointments are preferred but are not mandatory. They enable







This was a year of growth for Bennington's Town Library. We had
an increase of patrons registered, an increase of circulation and an
increase of inter-library loans.
We have worked hard to satisfy all of our patrons' needs with
limited resources, and feel we have been successful. Although we have
not been able to meet everyone's desires, we have come very close and
have had many of our deficits filled with generous donations of books,
periodicals, newspapers and labor from faithful patrons.
One of Bennington's greatest assets are the many residents in town
who generously donate their time and talents for the betterment of
their community. This has been evident in the library in the form of
volunteers for our Sunday hours, help at the book sale, fabulous
quantities of baked goods at our bake sale, and gifts of new books,
subscriptions and newspapers to the library. Our many volunteers have
given us two extra open hours a week, providing residents with weekend
hours
.
A new phenomenon of our times is the commuters and their need for
audio cassettes. These individuals have found that time passes
quickly if they can listen to a good book on tape. This idea is not
restricted to the commuter. Families on long car trips have found
audio-cassettes soothing and helpful in quelling sibling squabbles,
and patrons working on projects and crafts have found that the
audio-cassettes are helpful in occupying their minds while their hands
are busy. They have become so popular and requested with such
frequency, the ones we have collected do not sit on the shelves for
long. Our cassettes are varied: self-help, philosophy, old radio
shows, mystery, suspense, classics, romance, poetry and foreign
languages
.
This coming year the library will be offering video cassettes as
well. Through the Nubanusit Library Cooperative, small libraries in
the area who otherwise could not afford to purchase video cassettes
for their patrons, will have access to them.
To comply with State and Federal regulations, our Town Library has
had to begin a move in the direction of providing handicap access to
the stacks, and handicap accessible facilities. Our building is an
attractive feature of our town, and we do not want to disturb its
architectural continuity. For advice on how we could fulfill our
obligation without serious costs, we consulted with the State Library.
The State Librarian responsible for helping small libraries with
limited funds and resources met with the Library Trustees and provided
them with advice and gu:. dance for financial aid, and procedures for
acquiring that aid. At her recommendation we consulted with an
architect whose work primarily has been in making libraries and other
historic buildings fit gracefully into the twentieth century codes and
requirements. Another of her recommendations was to have a State FireMarshall check over our building and see if our proposals for the
handicap ramp and parking areas were feasible and if our current firealarm system and exits were up to code. We passed on all accounts
Q ,
One of the many duties of the State Library is to make sure that
all the libraries are up to date and providing their patrons with the
latest and best information possible. It is also expected that all
libraries have safe and workable environments, currently trained
librarians, and accurate shelving and cataloging. Recent visits by
State Librarians have made us all proud.
This year we have not been able to have as many programs as
desired. There have been fewer of them, but the programs we have had
were of good quality, and were all well attended.
Fifty three students signed up and participated in our summer
reading program, this year entitled CAMP LIBRARY. Campers read books
and wrote book reports, then "climbed" a large diagram of a Totem Pole
as a symbol of their accomplishments. Many of the campers made it to
the top of the pole several times.
Every Monday from 9:30 to 10:00 a.m. there is a reading time for
children ages five and under, and every Thursday at 4:00 p.m. children
ages 7 to 11 have a reading time. The afternoon readings are from
chapter books, and therefore require consistent attendance. Pierce
School and Small Beginnings School attend reading hours throughout the
week. It is rewarding to watch the students grow in their abilities
and choose challenging and satisfying reading materials. After school
many of them return to collect information for various school projects
and reports.
We have been fortunate to have had, for two years, a Friends of
the Library group. The group this year was chaired by Debi Belcher.
The Friends group meets once a year in March, at which time programs
are chosen and officers elected.
I want to extend a very special thank you to the following people.
Without them the library would never be able to provide the services
presently available to this community. Christine Tarrio, our
assistant librarian and volunteer coordinator; Helena Ayers our
substitute; Richard Elliot, our everything person; all of our various
after school helpers, our generous group of Friends and volunteers,
and last, but not least, our three Library Trustees; Elaine Barrett,
David Glynn and Joseph MacGregor. Everyone of these people have been
tireless and devoted to providing the absolute best of their talents
and energies to the G.E.P. Dodge Library in Bennington, New Hampshire.
Leslie MacGregor, Librarian
82
19 90 GEP DODGE LIBRARY REPORT
RECEIPTS:
Cash on Hand 2,300.62
Trust Funds Dividends 7,267.12
NOW account interest 312.96
Capital Improv. Funds 2,794.60
Book Sales 224.27
Programs/Reimbursements 287.38






Book Rental Program 538.00






Petty Cash/Special Prog. 591.50




Cash on hand 1/1/91 3,569.99
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
This department has had a very challenging year. As you know, the
Highway Department has assumed the physical operation of the landfill,
I hope that you are satisfied with the improvements that have been
made. Please feel free to call me and express your concerns, comments
and suggestions. They are always welcome. We are striving to improve
the operation there to make it as easy as we can for you people, the
publ ic
.
The Highway Department has again this year worked more toward its
goal of a complete maintenance program. Due to the town's economy, I
have tried to think in terms of no Highway Capital Improvements. I
feel that in time we can repair most of our deteriorated roads within
the regular budget. It will take longer to accomplish, but for now it
is the better way to go.
The one ton (small truck) was due to be replaced this year, but
due to the concern of ever rising . taxes , we are going to put off the
replacement as long as it is economically feasible. To save as much
money as possible, I have spent a great deal of time repairing and
servicing the equipment myself and therefore have attempted to
eliminate the cost of outside repair work.
We have come a long way this year and continue to work toward
making the department as cost efficient as possible, now and for the





Our yearly report normally reflects programs and incidents
throughout the period that effect the community and the Department.
While it would be tempting to address the disruptive action of a
few residents throughout the year, their attempts ... whi 1 e obviously
more publ icized. . . do not really reflect an accurate picture of our
community in 1990.
There were however, a number of changes or programs, instituted or
continued, we hope will continue to enhance life in Bennington.
The D.A.R.E. program, planned in 1989, began in Pierce School this
year under instructor Gary Gagnon of the Antrim Police Department. We
had little doubt this excellent program concerning drug awareness
would be well received, but even we were surprised with the enthusiasm
and interest shown by the students. Specifically configured for each
age group, the children became so involved in the program that, in
many cases, it became a topic for discussion for them even at home.
Our Keene dispatch system, due to emergency power problems during
storms and bad weather, moved its tower from the top of Crotched
Mountain to the Monadnock Community Hospital in Peterboro. While this
solved their problem, it created one for us. Suddenly, we lost the
ability to communicate with dispatch in large areas of the community.
The solution ... changing dispatch service to the Town of Hillsboro
system... not only regained our ability to communicate from all areas
of Town, but allowed the Department to implement Police Emergency 911
service to the community. No longer is it necessary to remember a long
distance number in an emergency when the stress of the situation is an
obvious factor. As an added bonus, utilizing a local dispatch service,
eliminates the expense of a toll call for those who need information
or non-emergency assistance.
As in previous years, the Department continues in its attempt to
provide the best possible service to the community. It would be
impossible for the officers of this Department to adequately thank
those who have shown their support during this year. Please accept our
simple "Thank You" and our assurance that each of us will continue to





Proposed Amendments to the By-Laws of the Bennington Fire Department.
Section 1 Officers
No.l: Del ete : . . . "27 men"
Insert :... "32 firefighter and rescue personnel..."
No. 2: Delete: ... "The Chief shall be held..."
Insert :... "The Chief and/or designated personnel shall be
held. ."
No. 3: Delete :... "The Chief shall be responsible..."
Insert :... "The Chief and/or designated personnel shall be
responsibl e . . .
"
No. 4: Delete :... "The Chief shall see that..."
Insert :... "The Chief and/or designated personnel shall see
that."
Section 2 Membership
No.l: Delete :... "The membership of the Company shall consist of such
persons as accepted by the members of the Company.
All members must be residents of the town of
Bennington and be at least 18 years of age."
Insert :... "The membership of the Company shall consist of such
persons as accepted by the members of the Company,
and be at least 18 years of age."
No. 2: Delete: ... "upon the recommendation of the Chief and by a vote
of the members..."
Insert :... "upon the recommendation of the Chiefs and by a
majority vote of the members..."
No. 3: Insert:... "A member may be allowed by a vote of membership and
Chiefs to be designated rescue personnel only."
No. 4: Insert: .. ."All members shall attend all monthly meetings. Any
member missing three consecutive meetings shall
receive a department letter requesting a response.
Member must respond on or before the next monthly
meeting. If no response, member will receive a second




No. 2: Delete: ... "shal 1 be made by the Chief and after approval by the
Selectmen, shall be purchased in such a manner as may
be designated by the Selectmen..."
Insert :... "shal 1 be made by the Chiefs and a committee
consisting of membership and after approval by the
Sel ectmen ..."
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No. 5: Delete: ... "No apparatus shall be hired out or permitted to
leave the Town. . .
"
Insert :... "No apparatus shall be hired out without permission
from the Chiefs to leave the Town..."
No. 6: Insert: ... "No apparatus shall be permitted to leave Town other
than mutual aid calls without the consent from the
Chiefs .
"
Section 4 Company Officers
No.l: Delete: ... "The company shall elect by written ballot a Captain,
First Lieutenant, Second Lieutenant, and a
Secretary-Treasurer at their April meeting..."
Insert :... "The company shall elect by written ballot a Captain,
First Lieutenant, Second Lieutenant,
Secretary-Treasurer, Rescue Captain, and Training
Officer at their April Meeting..."
No. 2: Delete: ... "orders of his superior officers..."
Insert :... "orders of his/her superior officers..."
No. 3: Del ete : . . . "to make out pay sheets and pay the men..."
Insert :... "to make out pay sheets and pay the membership,..."
No. 4: Insert :... "The duties of the First Lieutenant are to replace
the Captain in his/her absence."
No. 5: Insert :... "The duties of the Second Lieutenant are to replace
the First Lieutenant in his/her absence."
No. 6: Insert :... "The duties of the Rescue Captain are to oversee all
rescue operations with the consent of the Chiefs."
No. 7: Insert :... "The duties of the Training Officer are to oversee




No.l: Delete :... "prescribed by the Chief and it shall be his duty..."
Insert :... "prescribed by the Chiefs and it shall be his/her
duty ..."
No. 2: Del ete : . . . "The wages to be paid the firemen..."
Insert :... "The wages to be paid the membership..."
No. 3: Insert :... "General membership will be responsibility of the
officer in charge."
No. 4: Insert :... "Drivers will be responsible for apparatus, tools, and
equipment on the apparatus."
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No. 5: Insert:... "A member requesting a leave of absence shall turn in
all department property immediately upon request and
will not participate in any department activities or
business for the time requested. At the end of leave
of absence, member will be fully reinstated as a
firefighter. Member may request in writing or in
person, to return before the end of leave of absence.
This must be passed by vote of membership."
No. 6: Insert :... "Hal 1 rental will be limited to 75 persons. Fees are
as follows: no charge to members; nonmember
firefighters, $75.00 and general public, $150.00
subject to the approval by Chiefs."




The Bennington Fire Department responded to a total of 105 calls
for the year - which included 49 rescue calls in town, 10 rescue calls
in Antrim, 31 fire calls in town, and 15 calls for mutual aid.
The four thousand dollar appropriation provided protective gear
for five firefighters and additional helmets to meet State
requirements
.
Training for the year has included Advanced First Aid
Recertif ication for rescue squad members, Firefighter I Certification
for two firefighters, and Breathing Apparatus Training for five fire-
fighters .
The new bay addition has been completed. The upstairs was
completed to include bathroom facilities and storage area. The entire
interior received a new coat of paint. All labor and materials were
donated. The members of the Fire Department would like to thank all
who so generously donated to the building fund. It is through such
generosity the Fire Department is able to properly maintain the fire
station without any additional tax dollars.
The Fire Department would like to thank the community for its
continued support.
Donalf Taylor, Chief
Larry Seneschal, First Asst
.
Bruce Hall, Second Asst.
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REPORT OP TOWN FOREST FIRE WARDEN AND STATE FOREST RANGER
During Calendar Year 1990, the State of New Hampshire experienced an average number
of wildfires. The three leading causes of these wildfires were fires kindled
without a fire permit from the Forest Fire Warden, permit fires that escaped control
and rekindled fires. All of these fires are preventable, but ONLY with your help.
Please help your town and state forest fire officials with forest fire prevention.
New Hampshire State Law (RSA 224 i 27 II) requires that, "No person, firm or
corporation shall kindle or cause to be kindled any fire or burn or cause to be
burned any material in the open, except when the ground is covered with Bnow,
without first obtaining a written fire permit from the Forest Fire Warden of the
town where the burning is to be done."
Violations of RSA 224:27 II and the other burning laws of the State of New Hampshire
are misdemeanors punishable by fines of up to $1,000 and/or a year in jail and you
are also liable for all fire suppression costs.
The State of New Hampshire, Division of Forests and Lands assisted many towns in
wildland fire suppression during 1990, including a 262 acre fire in Moultonboro and
oeveral fires in Hooksett.
In 1990, the New Hampshire Division of Forests and Lands trained 844 local Wardens
and Deputy Wardens in the Incident Command System (ICS), an incident management
system for all types of emergencies. In 1991, Wardens will be trained in the use
of Class A foam in wildfire suppression.
If you have any questions regarding New Hampshire forest fire laws, please contact
your local Forest Fire Warden, State Forest Ranger, or the Division of Forests and
Lands at 271-2217.
FOREST FIRE STATISTICS - 1990


















TTY/TDD 1-800-992-3312 or 225-4033
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RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT
Governor Gregg recognized two of our members this fall as
Outstanding Citizens. Special congratulations to Scott Liljeberg and
Tom Crowell, who deserve this honor.
The soccer program is back and thanks to the efforts of our
coaches, Steve Osienski and staff, hopefully will operate like the
baseball program.
Special thanks to Michelle Cote who has served as our Beach Life
Guard for the past three years. We wish her success as she continues
her post graduate college endeavors.
The Haunted Hayride was again a great success and we are proud
that Bennington is among the few towns who provide such a "Chilling"
event
.
The Christmas program was held at Great Brook Gym in Antrim to
accommodate newborn through fourth graders and families.
Recreation Committee
YOUTH FIELD
As many of you know, the Town of Bennington has been fortunate to
have a tract of land donated for the purpose of creating a Youth
Field. After the acceptance of this gift, the Town appropriated the
sum of $20,000.00 for improvements to this land. This money was spent
for landscaping, fence and materials as listed below:
Altan Construction Company $6,424.00
Mann & Russell Plumbing/Heating 710.52
Cheshire Fence Company 9,848.00
Our Town Landscaping, Inc. 1,295.00
Peterborough Agway 237.83
John H. Lyman & Sons, Inc. 1,250.00
As a result of many volunteers donating endless hours of time,
this land has been transformed into two playing fields for baseball,
soccer, and many other youth activities.
Also, through generous donations from many area businesses, we
were able to purchase playground equipment.
We would like to give a special thanks to those who donated their
equipment and time to the construction of three buildings; from the
concrete, building materials, to building the buildings, to the final
step of the painting of the buildings,
The Youth Field Committee extends to thanks to the Recreation
Committee and to all who have assisted us with this project.
In closing, we would like to express our sincere appreciation to
Gladys Newhall who, through her generosity, has made the creation of




The past year has been a relatively slow one for the Planning
Board, at least in terms of processing subdivisions, site-plan
reviews, etc. Obviously, this is a reflection of the recessed economy.
It is, therefore, impossible to assess the impact of the growth
management ordinance the town passed a year ago. Simply stated, it has
long been realized that residential housing has a major impact on
taxes. For example, a new "affordable" single family home might add
$2,500 to the tax rates. If a couple purchasing that house has even
one school age child, the bill from Conval to educate that child will
be approximately $5,000.
It would be advantageous to attract clean industry to Bennington.
The Board should investigate ways to attract new business to our town.
One area of significant progress in 1990 was to bring our gravel
ordinance in line with new state statutes. We now provide the town
with an increased measure of protection for our land in terms of
erosion, water resource and wildlife habitat protection, and the
preservation of the rural esthetic values throughout our town.
A future area of concern is protecting the town's water resources.
Everyone needs to be concerned with the possibility of contamination
to the town well and the aquifer recharge areas which serve to supply
us with clean water. The Planning Board chose to look into the area of
wetlands protection, since this can be accomplished without any
significant expense to the town. There are benefits associated with
wetlands: flood control, wildlife habitat, and the beauty of the land.
Most of the research and drafting of the proposal has already been
completed and will likely be presented- to the town in a public hearing
later in 1991.
The Planning Board has reduced its budget to approximately half of
what it was last year. This is seen as an interim measure reflecting
the current economy and the fact we do not anticipate any costly new
projects in the coming year. It is anticipated some of the funds will





What a superb year. This past year recycling has proven to be one of
our Town's greatest achievements. Of course it required hardwork,
time, volunteer help and your support, but the earth certainly
deserves it. How can you explain this success in recycling? Two Words-
"People Care".
Over the past year the Antrim/Bennington recycling committee
recognized this caring attitude toward recycling and put it into a
positive direction. The following list represents some of the tasks we
have accomplished on behalf of recycling:
1. Restructured our aluminum can recycling into a major recycling
campaign.
2. Implemented a new tin can recycling program.
3. Implemented mandatory recycling on July 1, 1990 as a result of
your vote on March 22, 1990.
4. Designed, built and erected recycling signs at the landfill with
no cost to the Town.
5. Designed and printed a recycling pamphlet. This pamphlet contains
information on how to recycle in the tri-town district. Again at
no cost to the Town.
6. Implemented a yard waste composting program.
7. Helped plan and execute Earth Day 1990.
8. Worked with ConVal administration to encourage recycling programs
in our local schools and to emphasize the use of recycled and
reusable supplies.
However, of all these accomplishments, mandatory recycling was the
most substantial contribution. Mandatory recycling includes recycling
of all aluminum products, glass bottles and jars, wet cell batteries,
white goods and appliances, cast iron metals, scrap metals, and rubber
tires. Recycling of these goods not only saves valuable landfill space
and heightens awareness of our environment but also generates revenue
for our Towns. This revenue in turn offsets the high cost of operating
a landfill. The results of our past year in recycling are as follows:
Aluminum cans - One of the most successful recycled goods to date,
generated revenues of $2,869.26, over 200,000 cans with an energy
savings of 95%.
Aluminum Metals - These metals being a very recyclable commodity, we
generated revenues of $3,000.00 (8,0001bs.). Recycling aluminum
metals saves 95% in air pollution and raw material exploitation.
Glass - Since the completion of our concrete bins in 1989 to
increase our marketability of glass. We have realized a decent
starting revenue of $73.03 (21,4001bs.) of white glass. In




Newspaper - Last year we recycled 144,000 lbs. of newspaper. As a
result, our towns saved 1200 trees from being needlessly destroyed.
Wet Cell Batteries - Surprising but true, we generated revenues of
$1,200.00, 250 batteries. Environmentally, we have saved 5,000 lbs.
of poison from being dumped into our landfill.
Tin Cans - Although this program was started in the latter part of
this year, we have had amazing response and expect to generate
revenues beginning next year. Recycling tin cans will save 7 4% in
energy conservation.
Tires - We recycled 10,000 tires last year, saving 75% in energy
conservation
.
White Goods and Scrap Metals - Steel is the most recycled item in
the world. We contributed to this by recycling 348,000 lbs. of
scrap metal which generated revenues of $ 4,125.68. Recycling steel
goods reduces water and air pollution by 70%.
An impressive list and we owe it all to your voluntary cooperation.
Goals for this year are similar in nature but with some additional
programs. Our education and publicity campaigns will be further
increased. We shall increase our voluntary recycling programs to
include plastics. This spring a voluntary plastic recycling program
shall begin and we know you will all participate. Prerecycling (the
act of recycling waste before you buy) will be highly emphasized in
the future through our education and publicity campaigns. And let's
not forget Household Hazardous Waste Day. This vital program is the
backbone of recycling. It ensures that poisons like pesticides,
paints, asbestos and household batteries will never enter our landfill
and pollute our ground water.
In March 1990, Elaine Barrett resigned after nine years of service
and in May, Evelyn Perry resigned as chairperson and member of the
committee after over ten years of service. Both women had been
dedicated members and had succeeded in keeping recycling going at the
landfill long before it was a popular concept.
In closing, we would lik<; to thank all townspeople of Antrim and
Bennington for participating in the recycling programs and hope you
will continue to do so. Have another good year and keep recycling and
prerecycl ing
.
Dottie Penny Andrew Lane Vicki Turner
Susan Ruess Philip Germain Kenneth Mazur
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ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS
Amendment #1: Amend the Bennington Zoning Ordinance Article XVI: 6.
Frontage by replacing it with the following:
6. Frontage: the length of a lot bordering an approved public roadway.
Where a lot borders on more than one public roadway, the frontage
shall be on that roadway on which the lot has the greatest length.
Amendment #2: Amend the Bennington Zoning Ordinance Article XVI: 13.
Set back, by replacing it with the following:
13. Front Setback: The distance from the right-of-way line of a
street(s) and the front line of a building or any projection
thereof
.
Side Setback: The distance between the extreme edge of a building
or any projection thereof and the side boundary lines.
Rear Setback: The distance between the extreme edge of a building
or any projection thereof and the rear boundary line.
It is the intent of this ordinance that side and rear setbacks be
treated equally. Furthermore, if a lot is not four-sided or is
otherwise irregularly shaped in any way, all setbacks, exclusive
of the front, shall be treated identically.
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Zoning Board of Adjustment heard three (3) cases in 1990:
1. A Special Exception was granted for a professional
office in the Rural/Agricultural Zone;
2. A request for a Variance was dismissed by the Board
when the applicant found a solution to a setback
problem by moving the location of a proposed residence
on the same lot;
3. The final case was an application for several variances
in order to construct a house on an undersized lot with
several setback problems. After extensive hearings and
evidence, the Board denied the request for a Variance.
The applicant has since appealed the Board's decision
to the Hillsborough County Superior Court.
I would like to personally thank all of the regular Board members
and the alternate members for their unselfish public service.
John J. Cronin, III, Chairman
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION
The Bennington Conservation Commission enjoyed an active year with
several highlights including:
Earth Day 1990 was recognized by Pierce School students who wrote
essays, made posters and a large banner which hung over the front
door. Roadside trash cleanup, working together with the Girl Scouts,
was delivered to the landfill where there was a presentation on
recycling. Finally, we participated in regional household hazardous
waste collection days on April 28th and May 12th.
We sponsored a local student to the N.H. Youth Conservation Camp
for a week in June. Maive Nevins won a contest on "conservation
concerns of Bennington" with an outstanding essay. She spent a week at
the youth camp in Windsor with programs in forestry, wildlife, water,
soils and recreation. We were very proud to have Maive representing
our town.
We completed a preliminary Bennington Conservation Plan on water
resources including wetlands, forestry, agriculture, wildlife, scenic,
historical and recreational areas. We have also started working on a
Natural Resource Inventory along with detailed maps.
On an administrative basis we have been involved with several
local wetlands projects with concerns for dredge and fill in
conformance with N.H. Wetlands Board regulations.
We are very pleased Bruce Edes has joined our committee as he
contributes a great deal of knowledge, experience and good judgment.
Finally, we would like to encourage everyone in our town to
participate in conserving, protecting and managing Bennington's
natural and historic resources. Our quality of life and enjoyment of
our beautiful town and region are important to all. Please join us at
our monthly meetings, usually the second Wednesday of the month, or
contact any of the members to share ideas and suggestions.
Dave Barrett Phil Germain
Bruce Edes Dennis McKenney





Many towns and cities in New Hampshire will be faced with closing
their unlined landfills in the 1990s. Bennington will be one of them.
In 1990, the Selectmen were told by the Department of Environmental
Services that closure of the Bennington Landfill must begin
immediately. In an effort to meet the State's request and allow for
time to raise sufficient funds, Bennington negotiated a three-year
plan to complete this project.
What this plan means to the towns of Bennington, Antrim, and
Francestown is that sufficient money beginning in 1991 needs to be jet
aside by each Town to meet the joint obligation of paying for the
closure construction in 1993. In addition, plans for a new solid
waste disposal alternative must be chosen and implemented by the fall
of 1992 when the gates of the landfill will be closed.
Last year, the Solid Waste District appointed a seven member task
force to research what disposal alternatives are available to the
District. The task force identified three options: a lined landfill,
an incinerator, and a transfer station, all of which would have an
active mandatory recycling program. Their findings are as follows:
1. A lined landfill has several more disadvantages
than advantages due to the lack of long-term data
on risks and quality control. The costs for
capital outlay for a 6 acre facility (max.
capacity-66 ,000 tons/20 yrs.) would be
$897,854 and have an annual operating budget
of $293,928 or $124.63/ton.
2. An incinerator, similar to the size of the Town
of Wilton's small incinerator, would cost $580,000 for
capital outlay and $182,000 per year to run.
3. A transfer station, for just Bennington and Antrim,
would cost $109,200 to install and $70,000 to operate
annually. Tipping and trucking fees, based on estimate
of 1564 tons of waste/year, could run more than $85,000
for the first year.
Based on their report, the Town of Bennington sees the transfer
station option as the primary alternative at this present time due to
costs. If the District decides to move ahead with this project, plans
and permits must be obtained by January 1992. Construction would then
commence after the 1992 Town meetings in order to have the station
ready to accept waste when the gates close by the fall of 1992. Many
questions and issues still remain to be answered this coming year.
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Our recycling program met with great success in 1990 with the
removal of over 274 tons of recyclable materials that generated over
$7600 in revenue. This was done due to the hard work of the Landfill
employees and members of the Recycling Committee who are very
dedicated to this effort. As more residents become dedicated to this
effort, a tremendous savings will be seen once we begin hauling our




HEALTH & WELFARE DEPARTMENT
The year 1990 was busy and expensive. Rent and fuel accounted for
most of the general assistance expended. Many of the recipients have
been hit with job layoffs. Some, but not all, are eligible for
unemployment benefits. For those that are eligible, there is a six to
eight week wait for the first check.
The fuel assistance program has been very helpful. However, tha
government was late releasing funds in 1990 and those eligible had to
come to the Town for aid in October and November. Rents are inflated
and some landlords don't seem to be screening tenants' ability to pay.
We are mandated by State statutes to provide food, shelter and
utilities to those unable to pay for same. Therefore, I must ask for
a substantial increase in the Health & Welfare budget for 1991.
The Health Department has been fairly quiet and cost us very
little. North Bennington does have a few septic problems that are in
the process of being resolved by property owners.
Barbara Huntley




The Town - 1990
The year 1990 was a difficult one for Bennington, the State, and
the Nation. As we came to the end of 1990, the possibility of war in
the Near East appeared to be more and more certain.
In Bennington, and in the State, it was a year of recession
aggravated by the collapse of the real estate boom of the mid-1980 's
and, for Bennington, the bankruptcy of the Crotched Mountain Ski Area.
The combination of the large increase in school costs allocated to
the town, the loss of taxable property because of the bankruptcy of
the ski area, and the "freeze" on the asset value of some of the
uncollected prior years' taxes while the ski area was in bankruptcy,
resulted in a 26% increase in the 1990 tax rate. This obviously makes
for a very heavy burden for many townspeople and is the cause of great
concern
.
These concerns caused the Selectmen to schedule a series of open
hearings in December and into early 1991 on the real estate tax
problems, the need for professional revaluation of the town, the
problems of the police department, the expected landfill closing
costs, and the 1991 budget. Very obviously the town faces some
extremely difficult fiscal problems, as do many towns in New
Hampshire.
The 1990 census data is now available and it confirms the
exceptionally large growth of population which we have all seen
happening. The population count was 1,236 which, incidentally, was
the State Planning Office's projection for the year 2000.
For the one hundred years from 1850 to 1950 the population
increased from 541 to 593; in 1970, the census was 639 and, in 1980 it
was 890. So - in the past twenty years the Town's population has
practically doubled and, in the last ten years, has increased 39%,
with all the problems that go with it.
When 1989 closed, it appeared Bennington would have a new Post
Office at the junction of Routes 31 and 202, but the negotiations
between the landowner and the Postal Service fell through and the
project was shelved. From there on, the postal situation deteriorated
quickly
.
It was a sad day, historically speaking, when the postal
authorities, with less than 24 hours notice to the townspeople, deemed
it necessary to transfer our mail service to Antrim. Although we
enjoy many joint projects and services with the Town of Antrim, the
loss of our post office, we view, as the loss of our community's
identity. However, we will look forward to the future, and 1995 when
we are slated to once again negotiate with the postal authorities for
a new post office to be built on a convenient, mutually agreed upon,
site
.
Meanwhile, we are pleased to learn that a contract for a transfer
station has been awarded the Bennington Country Store owned by Terry &
Aileen Schnare, and others will enjoy the country pleasure of rural
delivery - to our knowledge, the first time in Bennington's history.
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Other and happier changes occurred in the Town during the year.
Gladys Newhall generously donated a tract of land to the town to be
used as a ballfield and during the year it was prepared for that
purpose. Bennington's "Field of Dreams" will commemorate the Newhall
family name for years to come. Very appropriately, the Bennington
Little League team continued their winning ways by again capturing the
Crotched Mountain Little League Championship.
The firemen added a bay to the fire station for their additional
equipment without cost to the Town. The Antrim Middle School
expansion was completed.
After a record cold winter of 1989-90 and a wet mild summer, the
year closed on a long and very mild fall with no snow to amount to
anything before December 31st.
-THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY-
Our Bennington Historical Society newsletter to all Bennington
taxpayers was extremely well received, with many favorable comments on
the work we've accomplished over the past six years, as well as adding
thirty new members to our ranks. It seems that many people, even
though they no longer live in Bennington, still have strong ties with
the community and like to receive "hometown" news. So, we plan to
send another newsletter next summer to try and keep the momentum
rolling through our Sesquicentennial Celebration in the summer of
1992! We are confident that all organizations and townspeople will
join forces to make this an event that will go down in history.
In conjunction with our 150th Anniversary, the Society
commissioned local artisan, Chris Salmon-Baker, and Society member,
David Sysyn, to design and produce Commemorate Paperweights in cobalt
blue, depicting Bennington's historic railroad bridge spanning the
Contoocook River. These are available at the Library, or through a
Society member.
This year's fund raisers included a Country Ham & Bean Supper and
Mini-Auction in August; in September David Glynn hosted an open house
tour to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of his 1790 Cape Cod home, and
our Annual Fall Foliage Turkey Dinner in October.
The Society continues to make progress in accumulating funds for
the project of a small building to house historical artifacts. As of
the year end in 1990, the Society has $17,000 set aside for this
project. We appreciate the support of the community and we will
continue to strive toward its completion.
This past year the Society held several especially interesting
programs. We were fortunate to have Eric Tenney of Antrim speak on
his research of the Civil War and the part our men from Bennington and
Antrim played in the war. Fritz Wetherbee of Peterborough entertained
us with stories he developed for New Hampshire Crossroads on Channel
11 television. John Scott of Peterborough related some of his
experiences as host of the Yankee Traveler segment of the evening news
on WBZ-TV Channel 4, and showed tapes of some of his programs.
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William L. Taylor, Professor of History at Plymouth State College,
gave a talk on "The Tie That Binds" -- A History of Railroads in New
Hampshire. Mr. Taylor wai delighted to discover that he was speaking
in Bennington's former railroad station, which is now our V.F.W. Hall.
Mr. Allen V. Koop with the Department of History at Colby-Sawyer
College and author of the book entitled Stark Decency spoke on Star!:,
New Hampshire's German Prisoner of War Camp during World War II.
Most meetings are held at the V.F.W. Hall, and the public is
always welcome to join us.
Over the years, we have been proud to establish an Honorary Member
Group. Recognized for their efforts and to make Bennington a better
place to live, they include: Georgietta Bryer, Ruth Cody, Srving
LeCain and Margaret Sawyer. This year Gladys Newhall was voted to the
ranks of Honorary Lifetime Member and recognized for her many lifetime
accomplishments and her commitment to volunteer work in the Town of
Bennington. Her gift of land to the Town for a ballfield will be her
special memorial
.
Join us in working for a better Bennington.
Bennington Historical Society
Pierce School PTO
It has been a memorable year for Pierce School. The Dare Program
was instituted and special thanks is extended to Sgt . Gary Gagnon of
the Antrim Police Department and the Bennington Police Department for
their time and efforts.
In June we held a special celebration to honor Mrs. Young, who
retired after many years of teaching. The students and PTO presented
her with a framed sketch of Pierce School, a tackle box and best
wishes for a very happy retirement.
During the rest of the year we supported bike riding for fun and
pledges, watched as the playground equipment was enjoyed, baked many
cakes and breads and decorated the fire station for our annual
Christmas Buffet.
We thank those who continue to support the PTO and the students of
Pierce School
.
Sharon Hal 1 , Pres
.
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BROWN & KNIGHT V.F.W.
Thank you, once again Bennington for your continued support in
helping to make it possible for the VFW to hold Memorial Day services,
With the participation of the Conval High School band, the Pierce
School and our local Boy & Girl Scouts, we were able to observe the
holiday as we are all accustomed.
We must inform you, however, we must set aside tradition and
change our observance from May 30th to the Federal Holiday date.
The money you gave us this past year was used in the following
manner
:
Flag & Grave Markers $265.40
Band & Buglers 175.00
Wreaths 60.00
Lunch & Refreshments for
Participants 81.70
Total $582.10
As you may have noticed, we are no longer leaving the grave flags
out during the winter. By the time we replaced them in the spring, we
found that many of them were in very bad shape or had fallen from
their staffs. We felt this was rather disrespectful to the flag so we
have decided to take them down in the fall and replace them in time
for Memorial Day.
Your support has been greatly appreciated by all.
Peter Martel
VFW Post 8268
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS COMMITTEE REPORT
A number of changes to the Town's Capital Improvements Plan were
proposed at this year's annual CIP Committee meeting. For the next^
five years, (1991-1995) the committee and Selectmen have reduced the
program down to include a police cruiser, one-ton highway truck, dump
truck, and a replacement hqr^-or—-the fescue truck. The Road
Improvement Program will not begin until 1993.
The Landfill Closure and construction of a new transfer station
are the primary capital projects facing the Town for the next three
years. The Committee is recommending a contribution of $40,000 m 1991
and 1992.
The Selectmen will be proposing a smaller contibution of $25,000
to the Capital Improvement Fund that will meet anticipated
expenditures in 1992. After 1992, efforts must begin to build the fund
























BENNINGTON'S FIRST EAGLE SCOUT
Frank Taylor, a member of Antrim Troop 2, earned Boy Scout's
highest rank - Eagle Scout. Less than two percent of all Boy Scouts in
the USA earn this award. Frank is the first Scout from Bennington to
earn the right to be called an Eagle. This honor was bestowed upon him
May 13, 1990.
His scouting career began as a Cub at the age of 8. He went on to
become a Webelo, and to earn Cub Scout's highest honor - Arrow of
Light. He became a Boy Scout in June of 1983. He was voted into the
Order of the Arrow by his fellow Scouts and has held various
leadership positions. He earned 26 merit badges and attended summer
camp each year since becoming a scout. Much of the money was earned
through the annual hike-a-thon, where Frank raised the most money at
district level five times.
He has been a member of the "top six" Scouts each year since he
joined; has been on a 50-mile hike every year since 1984, and, as a
requirement for the Four Thousand Footer Club, has climbed all but six
of the 48 listed 4,000-foot peaks in the White Mountains.
Frank's Eagle service project, was to conceive, plan, execute, and
provide the leadership to both scouts and adults, for the
revitalization of the Bennington Trail ascending Crotched Mountain.
He continues to be active in scouting as an Assistant Scout Master
for Antrim Troop 2.

